The differential diagnosis of follicular proliferative lesions is sometimes very difficult because these types of lesions share common morphological features. Due to this, even the histological diagnosis of these lesions is also difficult or impossible. Bearing this in mind, some helpful diagnostic methods of fine needle aspiration cytology will be discussed. 
. Left column shows abundant colloid with rare follicular cell clusters which have variable size (arrow = macrofollicle; arrowhead = microfollicle). Right coulumn shows scanty amount of colloid material with hypercellular smear having uniformly microfollicular follicles. In the middle, the amount of colloid is moderate and the cellularity is also moderate with variable follicle size. 
